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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

Application area 
The ActoStudio application is just for you if you want to create *.chm, *.doc, *swf files based on *.htm, *.ppt, *doc files. 
Simple and comfortable interface allows you to create help files easily. 
 
Short description of possibilities 
The ActoStudio application consists of several depended modules. These modules have original functional possibilities. 
This system have the next functionalities describes below: 

 Project Manager - create and edit projects. information files will be created based on this manager.  

 Html Editor - visual editor of html pages. This editor allows you to create and edit html files at the same 
time it is not necessary have the deep knowledges in web technologies. This module has the functionality for editing the 
code of html pages for more prepared users.  

 Contents Editor - user can create and edit the table of contents of any difficulties for information file by 
this functionality. Also user can create the index keywords binded to any topics of information file.  

 ScreenShotMaker - Make the screenshots of user PC's windows with the help of this module. This 
functionality allows to create the collection of image files for further using in information file.  

 SubProgram Image Editor - edit image files for information file with the help of this module.  

 SubProgram ScreenOnVideo - create video files based on collection of image and audio files. It allows 
to create slide-show with acoustic accompaniment. Also record the acoustic accompaniment by microphone which is 
connected to the PC.  
 
Level of user preparation 

Users with medium and low level of preparation can easily use the program because it has the simple and 
comfortable interface. The application uses such words as "Project", "Page", "Image" which are hides the difficult 
specific moments binds with creation of final information file. That's why wide range of users can use this application. 
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2. ACTOSTUDIO 
 

2.1 Getting Started 
The start page consists of the next parts: 

 Recent projects - if you are already used some ActoStudio project select one for continue working.  

 Updates - you can find the latest updates here.  

 News & Events - the news about our products describes here.  

 Getting Started - select the available application in this version you want to start.  
To start working with ActoStudio you need to create new project. See the information about creating new project 

here. To create html file see creating html file. To create chm file see creatig chm file. 

 

2.1.2 Combined HTML Editor 
Combined html editor supports three states of html page. There are three book-marks at the bottom of the editor: 

 
"Design View" book-mark - visual editor of selected html page. User can create the page by dragging and placing 
objects in a workspace with the help of this editor. User can view and change the values of properties for any type of 
object;  
"Code View" book-mark - code editor of selected html page. User can view and change html code of selected page;  
"Browser Preview" book-mark - user can preview any edited html page in Web Browser. 
You can view and edit one or more html pages at the same time with the help of this editor. There are book-marks at the 
top of combined editor to navigate some opened pages. Each book-mark responds each page, opened in editor. 
 
 
 

2.2 ñProject Manager ñ items panel 
Project Manager items panel consists of two items: 

 Panel with control buttons; 

 Collection of switched panels. displays the data of different categories using while project works.  
Panel with control buttons. 
 

Image Name Description 

 "Import HTML File(s)" button 
Call the standard dialog to select the html file 
which you want to import to the current project. 

 "Add new item" button Add the new item to the selected data category. 

 "Delete item" button Delete the selected item. 

 "Edit item" button Edit the selected data item. 

 
"Move Left", "Move Up", "Move 
Right", "Move Down" buttons 

Move the selected item inside of parent data 
category.  

 "Expand All Topics" button. Expand all categories of "Contents" list. 

 "Collapse All Topics" button. Collapse all categories of "Contents" list. 
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Collection of switched panels. This collection consists of the panels describes below: 

Image Name Description 

 
"HTML Files" 

panel 
The list of HTML files belongs to current project. 

 "Contents" panel 
The table of contents of created information file. Each HTML file can 
assigned to each item of contents. The data displays to user in the 
final *.chm file while clicking on the selected item of contents. 

 "Index" panel 

The index of key words and pages which are belongs to these key 
words. Each key word can have one or more pages which will be 
displayed while selecting the corresponding keyword in the final 
*.chm file. 

 "Images" panel 
The list of image files belongs to the current project. You can call the 
dialog with object properties for each item and also open it by 
Graphics Editor. 

 "Styles" panel The list of *.css files belongs and used in current project. 

 "Multimedia" panel The list of multimedia files belongs to the current project. 

 
"Orphaned Files" 

panel 
The list of files which are not belongs to the current project but exists 
in the project directories. 

 
"Broken Links" 

panel 
The list of files contains broken links. 

 
 
 

2.2.1 ñNew Index Keywordò, ñNew Index Keyword Topicò dialogs 

This dialog intends to add and edit the keywords and categories belongs to keywords. Interface of this window consists 
of the following items: 

 "Topic Title" field - enter the item title displayed to user;  

 "Bind with html-file" check box - check this flag if you want to bind html file to current item;  

 "Topic Source" items group:  
o "Existing Project File" radio button - select the html file binded to the item from the list of files 

belongs to project;  
o "View by Title" check box - display the titles in the list of available html files otherwise display 

the names of html files;  
o "Search" button - call the Search dialog to search selected text;  
o The list of html pages belongs to the current project - user can select the binded file from the 

list of files belongs to project;  
o "New File" radio button - bind new file to the item;  
o "New HTML File Name" field - the name of new html file;  

 "OK" button - apply selected settings;  

 "Cancel" button - close the dialog without applying the settings.  
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2.2.2 ñCreate New HTML Fileò dialog 
This dialog intends to set values of html page. Interface of this window consists of the following items: 

 "HTML Name" field - Name of created html file;  

 "HTML Title" field - Title of created html file;  

 "OK" button - Confirm the creation of new html page;  

 "Cancel" button - Close the dialog without creating new html page.  

 
 
 

2.3 Main Window 
The ActoStudio main window consists of the next items describes below: 
Five items available in the main menu: 

  FFiillee  ;;  

  VViieeww;;    

  EEddiitt  ;;  

  IInnsseerrtt  ;;  

  HHeellpp  ;;  

 PPrroojjeecctt  MMaannaaggeerr items panel - located in the left part of window where displayed the data categories 
and user can work with them while creating or editing the project; 

 Combined HTML Editor - located in the center of the screen. 
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2.3.1 Search dialog 
This dialog intends to search selected text in html files title belongs to current project. Interface of this window consists 
of the following items: 

 "File Name contains" field - input the required text;  

 "View by Title" check box - check this flag if you want to display title;  

 "Search phrase is found in following topics" list - list of html files belongs to current project;  

 "View in browser" button - viewing the selected page in Web-browser building into program;  

 "OK" button - confirm that the page was found;  

 "Cancel" button - close the dialog.  

 

 

2.4 File menu  
This menu consists of the next visual items describes below: 

 "Project" group consists of the next items:  

Image Name Description 

 
New Project 

button 
Calling the dialog Create New Project. Sets up the parameters of created 
project.  

 
Open Project 

button 
Opening the file project created earlier in *.actp format.  

 
Save Project 

button 
Saving current project.  

 
Save Project As 

button 
Saving current project with new name. 

 
Close Project 

button 
Closing current project. 

 Compile button 
Calling the windows Compile to select the settings for exporting project to 
*.chm or *.doc file. 

 "Import" group consists of the next items:  

Image Name Description 

 
"Import from 
CHM" button 

Calling the dialog where user can select the *.chm file. After selecting 
*.chm file the import process starts automatically. User can see the dialog 
Import where the results displayed while import is in process or 
completed already. 

 
"Import from 
HHP" button 

Calling the dialog where user can select the *.hhp file. After selecting 
*.hhp file the import process starts automatically. User can see the dialog 
Import where the results displayed while import is in process or 
completed already. 
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"Import Html 
Files" button 

Calling standard dialog to import html file into the project. After selecting 
html file the import process starts automatically. User can see the dialog 
Import where the results displayed while import is in process or 
completed already. 

 
"Import MS 

Word" 

Calling the dialog where user can select the *.doc file. After selecting 
*.doc file the import process starts automatically. User can see the dialog 
Import where the results displayed while import is in process or 
completed already. 

 "File" group consists of the next items:  

Image Name Description 

 
"New File" drop down menu 

button 
Creating new html file and placing it with the other html files 
belongs to the current project. 

 Open button Select and open html file in the combined html editor. 

 Save button Saving the file opened in html editor. 

 Save As button Saving file opened in html editor with new name. 

 Save All Files button Saving all the files opened in html editor. 

 Close All Files button Closing all the files opened in html editor. 

 Print button Calling printing dialog for selected html file in html editor. 

 Print Preview button 
Calling the dialog of preview before printing the html file from 
html editor. 

 Page Setup button 
Calling the dialog with settings for selected file from html 
editor. 

 

 

2.4.1 ñCreate New Projectò dialog  
This dialog intends to set values of created project. Interface of this window consists of the following items: 

 "Work Directory" field - Displays the folder name where the project data will be kept;  

 "Select Work Directory" button - Calls the standard dialog to select the directory;  

 "Project Name" field - Enter the name of created project;  

 "OK" button - Confirm the creation of new project with selected parameters;  

 "Cancel" button - Close the dialog without creating new project. 
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2.4.2 Creating chm File 
The program ActoStudio allow you to build final chm file based on html project. The following steps allow user to create 
new project and generate final chm file: 
 
Creating new project. 
Call main menu File - Project - New Project to create new project. A dialog Create New Project appears where user can 
set up the settings for the project. 
 
Open project created earlier. 
User can open project for viewing and editing if it is already created. Call main menu File - Open Project to open project 
created earlier. Choose the project file (extension *.actp) in apeared standard dialog. Also use the menu File - Recent 
Project to open project created earlier. 
 
Adding html files to the project. 
Call main menu File - Import - Import Html Files to add html files to the project. A standard dialog appears where user 
can select html files. Files are importing to the current project after confirmation. The list of html files in current project 
can be viewed in corresponding category of Project Manager panel. 
 
Creating html file. 
Call the main menu File - File - New File to create new html file. A dialog appears Create New Html File. File will be 
added to the project after file name inputing. 
 
Editing selected html file. 
Select the html file from the list to edit it with the help of Combined Html Editor. User can change the appearance with 
the help of integrated editor equally in placing visual items and in editing html code. 
 
Creating Table of Contents. 
Table of contents serves for creation of table of contents structure of final chm-file. The table of contents executed as 
treelike list on a Contents panel. this panel have the collection table of contents binded in a groups. The control buttons 
in a Project Manager serves to control the table of contents items. User can add, edit, delete items from the list. 
Each item has the html page from the list of pages. Also a new page can be either created or not created for list item. 
You can see the page of information file while choosing item of contents. 
 
Creating list of keywords and phrases. 
The list of project keywords "Index" serves to create keywords and phrases for make navigation more useful. The list of 
keywords placed on Index panel it is that list of keywords and list of belongs contents. Each keyword can bind html file 
from project. 

To add new keyword user must click the button Add new index keyword. User set the parameters of added keyword in 
the opened dialog. 

Select the keyword from the list and click the button "Edit index keyword" to edit index keyword.  

Select the keyword from the list and click the button "Delete index keyword" to delete index keyword. 

Each word or phrase can have one or more binded categories consists of category name and chm-file belongs to the 
given category. 

Click the button "New Keyword Topic" to add new category of selected keyword. In the opened dialog New Index 
Keyword user sets up the parameters of added category. 

Mark the category of selected keyword and click the button "Edit Keyword Topic" in the opened dialog to edit the 
Keyword category. 

Click the button "Delete Keyword Topic" to delete category of selected keyword.  

Creating final chm file. 
Call the main menu File - Project - Export Project to create information file. A dialog appears Export Project where user 
can input parameters for future chm file. 
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2.4.3 Export Project dialog 
This dialog intends to set values about exporting current project to *.chm file. Interface of this window consists of the 
following items: 

 Chm exporting;  

 Microsoft word exporting; 
CHM Exporting consists of the following steps: 

 "Chm File Path" field - enter the name of chm file where the data will be saved from current 
project after exporting;  

 "Enable Full-Text Search" flag - The functionality of searching text data will be available after creating 
chm file and after marking this flag;  

 "Startup page" combo box - Select the file which will be the first after opening the chm file;  

 "OK" button - Confirm the exporting of current project with selected parameters;  

 "Cancel" button - Close the dialog without exporting data into chm file from the current project.  

 

Microsoft Word Exporting consists of the following steps: 

 Enter the name of output document  

 Select the output document location  

 Set up some options:  
o Embed images in document  
o Convert table of contents  
o Insert page numbers  
o Link multimedia content  
o Insert title page 

 Press OK button to confirm the exporting. 
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2.4.4 Import Data From Chm File 
To create project use the option if importing data from chm file. Do the following steps to make import data from chm 
file: 
 
Creating New Project 
Call main menu File - Project - New Project to create new project. A dialog Create New Project appears where user can 
set up the settings for the project. 
 
Import data from chm file. 
To import data from *.chm file go to main menu File - Import - Import From Chm. A dialog appears where user can 
select chm file for importing. A window "Import" appears where the import process displays after user confirm the 
selection. After import complete user can view the report about importing. 
html-files which an initial chm-file was created from will be added to the project while importing. Graphic files and files 
*.css which belongs to chm file will be added to the project. 
A table of contents and list of keywords created on the structure fully repeating the table of contents and keywords of 
initial chm-file while importing. 

 
 
2.4.5 Import Data From Doc File 
To create project use the option if importing data from doc file. Do the following steps to make import data from doc file: 
 
Creating New Project. 
Call main menu File - Project - New Project to create new project. A dialog Create New Project appears where user can 
set up the settings for the project. 
 
Import data from doc file. 
To import data from *.doc file go to main menu File - Import - Import MS Word. A dialog appears where you can select 
chm file for importing. A window "Import" appears where the import process displays after user confirm the selection. 
After import complete user can view the report about importing. 
Html-files will be generated from word file. Graphic files and files *.css which belongs to MS Word file will be added to 
the project. You should do some steps after selecting MS Word file for import: 

 Select the Import Types and Import Options; 

 

 The Analyzing word document starts; 
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 The import wizard appears, click OK button to confirm the importing to your project; 

 

 All files will be generated; 
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 This window below shows you that the importing is done. Close the window and you'll see all generated 
files in Project Manager; 

 

 

 

2.4.6 Import Data From HHP File and Html File 
To create project use the option if importing data from HHP file. Do the following steps to make import data from HHP 
file: 
 
Creating New Project. 
Call main menu File - Project - New Project to create new project. A dialog Create New Project appears where user can 
set up the settings for the project. 
 
Import data from hhp file. 
To import data from *.hhp file go to main menu File - Import - Import From hhp. A dialog appears where user can select 
hhp file for importing. A window "Import" appears where the import process displays after user confirm the selection. 
After importing is complete user can view the report about importing. 
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html-files which an initial hhp-file was created from will be added to the project while importing. Graphic files and files 
*.css which belongs to hhp file will be added to the project. 
 
Import data from html file. 
To import html files go to main menu File - Import - Import Html Files. Select html file to import and it will be appears in 
the project manager. Also *.css and image files will be copied to your project. 

 

2.5 ñViewò menu 
The "View" menu consists of the next visual items describes below 

Image Name Description 

 
"Visual Style" list 

The list of visual styles of program interface: 

 Office2007_Luna;  

 Office2007_Obsidian;  

 Office2007_Silver. 

 

"Hide / Show Project 
Manager" button 

Hide/show the left part of the window consists of the items for 
controlling the settings. 

 

"Hide / Show Editor Ruler" 
button 

Hide/show the ruler on a page for text editing. 

 
"Design View" button Edit page by Design View editor. 

 
"Code View" button Edit page by Code View editor. 

 
"Browser Preview" button Preview your file as HTML page in browser. 

 

"Find Orphaned Files" 
button 

Find and reflec the files which are in the project but none of 
them have used in project. 

 
"Find Broken Links" button Find and display the damaged links. 

 

 

2.6 Edit menu 
The contents of this menu is changed dynamically. It depends on data categories which are editing on that moment. 
This menu is available only while working with visual html editor. The menu consists of several visual items: 

"Clipboard" group consists of the items describes below: 

 "Cut" button - cut the selected object in the workspace;  

 "Copy" button - copy the selected object from the workspace;  

 "Paste" button - Paste the selected object into the workspace;  

 "Undo" button - undo the last action doing by user;  

 "Redo" button - Redo the last action doing by user;  

 "Select All" button - Select all objects in workspace;  
 

"Font" group consists of the items describes below: 

 "Font Name" list - the list of available fonts in a system;  

 "Heading Style" list - the list of styles of pages head; 

 "Font Size" list - the list of available font sizes;  

 "Bold", "Italic", "Underline", "Line-Through" buttons - set up the style of printing for selected text;  
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 "Lower Index", "Upper Index" buttons - display selected line as upper or lower index;  

 "Background Color" dropdown menu button - select the background color of selected text;  

 "Foreground Color" dropdown menu button - select the foreground color of selected text. 

 
"Paragraph" group consists of the items describes below: 

 "Align Text Left", "Align Text Center", "Align Text Right", "Justify" buttons - the type of alignment 
for selected object;  

 "ParaProperties" button - call the Paragraph dialog to set paragraph properties;  

 "Unorder List", "Order List" buttons - create the list without numbers or "Increase Intent", "Decrease 
Intent" buttons move selected object to the left or to the right side.  

 
 

"Paragraph Properties" group consists of the items describes below: 

 "First Line Indent" group - the size of first line indent in a selected paragraph sets up by this group of 
items; 

 "Margin Left", "Margin Right", "Margin Top", "Margin Bottom" group of items - controlling the 
indents from page border, from objects situated higher and lower of selected text;  

 "Line Spacing" list - select the values of line interval in a selected text fragment.  

 
 

"Table Properties" group consists of the items describes below: 

 "Rows", "Cols" input fields - the quantity of rows and columns of selected table;  

 "Align" list to align the selected table on the center of page;  

 "Width", "Height" groups - the width and height of selected table (pixels or percentages(px, %));  

 "Border Width" field - enter value to set up the width of selected table;  

 "Cell spacing" field - the width of line separator between cells;  

 "Cells padding" field - the space from borde cell's items inside of table cells; 

 "Border Color" button with dropdown menu - select the border color of selected table.  

 
"Image Properties" group consists of the items describes below: 

 "Width", "Height" group of items - the size of image (in pixels or percentages(px, %)); 

 "Source" field - the way to image file on the disc. 

  

 
 

"Cell Properties" group consists of the items describes below: 

 "HAlign", "VAlign" lists - select the horizontal and vertical alignment of cell contents;  
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 "Width", "Height" groups of items - The width and height of selected cell (in pixels or 
percentages(px, %);  

 "Colspan" field - the quantity of cells joining into one horizontal cell beginning from selected cell in the 
current moment; 

 "Rowspan" field - the quantity of cells joining into one vertical cell beginning from selected cell in the 
current moment.  

 

 

 

2.6.1 ñParagraphò dialog 
This dialog intends to set values of selected text fragment. Interface of this window consists of the following items: 

 "Common" items group;  
o "Justification" list - a type of text centering in a paragraph;  

 "Indention" items group;  
o "on the left" field - left indention of page border;  
o "on the right" field - right indention of page border; 
o "first line on" field - the indention of left page border for the first line of selected paragraph;  

 "Interval" items group;  
o "before" field - an interval between selected text fragment and previous object;  
o "after" field - an interval between selected text fragment and the following object; 
o "interline" field - the indent size between lines in selected text fragment.  
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2.7 ñInsertò menu 
This menu consists of the next points: 

Image Name Description 

 
"Table" button 

Calls the dialog Table Properties to set up the properties of 
inserted table. 

 
"Multimedia" button 

Calls the dialog Add Multimedia File to select the file which will be 
inserted. 

 
"Image" button Calls the dialog Image to set the properties of inserted image. 

 
"Break" button Inserts a horizontal line in the document. 

 
"Hyperlink" button 

Calls the dialog Hyperlink to set up the properties of inserted 
hyperlink. 

 
"SWF from PPT" Calls the dialog SWF from PPT to convert file from *.ppt to *.swf. 

 
2.7.1 ñTable Propertiesò dialog 
This dialog intends to set values of selected table. Interface of this window consists of the following items: 

 "Global" items group:  
o "Number of Columns" field - the number of table columns;  
o "Number of Rows" field - the number of table rows;  

 "Spacing" items group:  
o "Cell padding" field - The space from borde cell's items inside of table cells;  
o "Cell spacing" field - The width of line separator between cells;  

 "Position" items group:  
o "Align" list - place table in the center of page;  

 "Size" items group:  
o "Width" field - table width;  
o "Height" field - table height;  

 "Border" group:  
o "Width" field - the width of line border in a table;  
o "Color" field - the color of line border in a table;  
o "Select Color" button - call the dialog to select the color of line border in a table;  

 "OK" button - apply the settings for selected table;  

 "Cancel" button - close the dialog without applying the settings for selected table.  
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2.7.2 ñAdd Multimediaò dialog 
This dialog intends to select multimedia file and place it on edited html page. Interface of this window consists of the 
following items: 

 "Multimedia name" field - displays a selected multimedia file which will be added to the project;  

 "Select multimedia name" button - calls a standard dialog to select the multimedia file which will be 
added to the project;  

 "OK" button - applies the addition of selected multimedia file;  

 "Cancel" button - close the dialog without applying the addition of selected multimedia file.  
Attention. Program supports the following multimedia files: *.avi,*.wmv,*.swf. 

 

2.7.3 ñImageò dialog 
This dialog intends to select image file and place it on edited html page. Interface of this window consists of the 
following items: 

 "Image Source" field - displays the selected image file which will be added to the project;  

 "Select Image Source" button - calls the standard dialog to select the image file which will be added 
to the project;  

 "Caption" field - enter a description to this field about image added to the page;  

 "Layout" items group:  
o "Align" list - select the type of centering the image on a page;  
o "Border width" field - the width of border around image on a page;  

 "Indent" items group:  
o "Horizontal Spacing" field - the spacing value between objects located on the left and on the 

right side of selected image;  
o "Vertical Spacing" field - the spacing value between objects located in the top and in the bottom 

of selected image; 

 "OK" button - apply the addition of selected image file;  

 "Cancel" button - close the dialog without applying the addition of selected image file.  
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2.7.4 ñHyperlinkò dialog 
This dialog intends to set up hyperlink parameters and add in into edited html page. Interface of this window consists of 
the following items: 

 "Link To:" drop down button - select the object on which refers the added hyperlink;  

 "Hyperlink" field - enter the added link;  

 "Hyperlink Options" items group:  
o "Display instead of the current page" radio button - display the object in the same page where the 

hyperlink pointing;  
o "Display in the new window" radio button - display the object in a new page where the hyperlink 

pointing; 

 "Style" items group:  
o "Text Link (blue, underlined)" radio button - display the hyperlink as a text; 
o "Picture" radio button - display the hyperlink as image; 

 "Caption / Picture Path" field - the hyperlink caption (link like text) / Picture path (link like image): 

 "Select Picture Path" button - select image file for link like image; 

 "Tool Tip (HTML Title Attribute)" field - tool tip text; 

 "OK" button - apply the addition of hyperlink;  

 "Cancel" button - close the dialog without applying the addition of hyperlink.  

 

 


